
CENTRAL DAUPHIN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Office of Special Education 

600 Rutherford Road 

Harrisburg, PA  17109 

Telephone: (717) 545-4703 

Fax: (717) 214-5017 
 
Mrs. Sherry L. Campbell, M.Ed., Director of Special Education  Dr. Karen S. Hertzler, Ed.D., Special Education Supervisor  
Mrs. Anne C. Zelonis, M.S., Assistant Director of Special Education Mrs. Melissa Bialas, M.Ed., Special Education Supervisor 

       Mrs. Alexis Yakstis-Startoni, M.Ed., Special Education Supervisor 

       Mrs. Sarah Iachini, M. Ed. Special Education Supervisor 

              

September 1. 2020 

 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians: 

 
As we prepare for the start of the 2020-2021 school year, we are certain that many of you are anxious about 
what learning will look like as this year gets underway. You may be concerned about the disruption in 
learning 
caused by the pandemic and the possibility that your child has regressed educationally. Although we strived 
to provide students with ongoing learning in the spring during the mandated school closure period, 
regression is likely for the majority of our learners, regardless of a disability. Consistent with guidance from 
the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE), please accept this letter as an outline of our current plan to 
address the needs of students with disabilities. 
 
Our plan is to consider the need for compensatory services for every child with a disability. This 
determination 
will be individualized and the data reviewed by the student’s IEP team after implementing the steps below. 
Some students will need this support while others might not.  

 

As instruction resumes, we will gather baseline data on each student’s current educational levels. We will 
compare that information with relevant data from last school year, prior to the COVID-19 closure, to 
determine if there is evidence of a regression in skills and/or behavior patterns and/or lack of progress. To 
assist the IEP team in making this determination, we will need to re-assess your child’s present levels of 

performance in the targeted areas outlined in the IEP. Because every child is likely to have regressed to 
some degree during the period of school closings, we will then need to provide recoupment instruction for a 
reasonable amount of time to determine how well your child returns to previous levels and is ready for new 
learning. 

 
We plan to allow approximately 2 weeks at the start of the year to allow your child time to reacclimate to the 
school setting, establish routines and expectations, and participate in social and emotional learning with 
peers 
and teachers. We anticipate the following 2 weeks will be used for assessing instructional baselines. After 
baselines are established, we will allow no more than 3 months for the provision of recoupment instruction. 

 
Following the recoupment instructional period, and consistent with any deadlines mandated by PDE, a 
determination will be made as to whether your child needs further support through what has defined as 
“COVID-19 Compensatory Services (CCS).” Compensatory services are designed to supplement the existing 
educational program of a child to ensure that any extraordinary loss resulting from the pandemic-related 
school closings is addressed. The data will be shared through progress reports along with a Notice of 
Recommended Education Placement (NOREP) outlining any additional information. 

 



Identified below are various scenarios that may occur regarding IEP meetings and compensatory services 
discussions: 

 
● If during the recoupment instructional period, we find that a student is experiencing significant difficulty 
with returning to prior levels of performance, we will convene an IEP meeting to discuss possible revisions 
and the need for compensatory services. 

 
● In some extraordinary cases - where a student is clearly in need of immediate assistance upon the 

return to school - we will schedule an IEP team meeting within the first few weeks of the school year to 
determine appropriate next steps 
including possible IEP revisions. 
 

● In the event a student is able to fully recoup skills to the levels prior to the closure within the recoupment 

instruction period, any discussion of compensatory services will be held at the annual IEP meeting. 

 
If you have any questions about the outlined plans, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s special 
education case manager. Your child’s safety, health, learning, and progress are our top priorities. Thank you 
for your patience and understanding as we work together to face the challenges presented to us to provide 
the best possible education for your child. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Sherry L Campbell 
Director of Special Education Services 
Central Dauphin School District 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 


